A HISTORY OF POLAND
to time sought to acquire influence in Poland by securing
the elective influence of die Polish nobles. Like the
others, however, Austrian expectations encountered
constant disappointment; though one Austrian Emperor,
Maximilian, was actually the chosen candidate of the
greater nobility and pursued his claim to the Polish crown
by force of arms. With the growth of Russian and
Prussian influence the waning strength of Austria gradu-
ally revived; and this revival coincided with the com-
paratively harmonious union of the Austrian Empire
with the kingdom of Hungary under the sceptre of the
young Queen, Maria Theresa. For her sake die Empire
had set aside the Salic Law, and after a disintegrating
war, setded down to a career of renewed prosperity.
Maria Theresa was a woman of less brilliant qualities
than the two great monarchs whose careers have been
already sketched in this chapter. Her influence with her
people was due in the first place to the chivalrous regard
awakened by her youth, her beauty, and the array of
her enemies in Europe. But she too possessed mental
attributes of no mean order, and moral scruples and a
degree of rectitude of which none would willingly accuse
eidier Catherine or Frederick. She was the senior of
bodi, and already an old woman when the events that
led to the dismemberment of Poland occurred. The fact
that enough of ambition for power and territory still
survived in her to quench her religious sympathy and
her qualms of conscience furnished the last misfortune
that could have occurred to die unhappy kingdom of
Poland. Its end was hastened by the abandonment,
however reluctant, of moral principle and the claims of
justice on the part of a woman whose public reign and
personal career admirably reflected her high qualities and
sympathies.
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